
Date of Meeting: 23rd June 2020

Portfolio Holder: Cllr R Bryan, Highways, Travel and Environment

Local Member(s): Cllr J Andrews (Sherborne East), Cllr M Hall (Sherborne West)

Director: John Sellgren, Executive Director of Place

Executive Summary:
On 11 March 2015, West Dorset District granted planning permission for the 
development of land at Barton Farm, Yeovil Road, Sherborne (1/D/11/001659). 

Planning Permission was granted subject to a condition prohibiting occupation until 
a one-way system for vehicular traffic had been imposed and a two-way 
cycle/pedestrian scheme for Sheeplands Lane completed. 

A Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) is required in order to give effect to the one-way 
system for vehicular traffic.    

The Council have consulted the Police, the Local Member, the Town Council and 
other bodies regarding the proposed TRO and no objections have been raised by 
these statutory consultees. 

Notice of the proposal to make the TRO was published in the Western Gazette 
between 8th - 30th August 2019. In addition, notices were erected on Sheeplands 
Land to publicise the proposed TRO. 

15 responses were received in response. Of these 10 supported the proposals, 3 
were against and 2 were neutral. 

This report asks the Committee to consider the objections made and determine 
whether or not to proceed with the TRO and if so, with or without modification. 

Equalities Impact Assessment:
There are no implications in terms of change to any new or existing policy with 
equalities implications. 

Budget: 
All costs associated with the TRO and its implementation will be met by Persimmon 
Homes, as the developer. There is no cost to Dorset Council and no VAT 
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implications have been identified. 

Risk Assessment: 
Having considered the risks associated with this decision, the level of risk has been 
identified as:
Current Risk: LOW
Residual Risk: LOW 

Climate implications:
Drivers wishing to access the B3148 Marston Road from this development will be 
required to drive an additional 1.5km to reach the junction of Sheeplands Lane and 
Marston Road. 

The proposals include the provision of a shared use footway/cycleway so that the 
existing route will remain open in both directions to pedestrians and cyclists. 

Other Implications:
Highway Safety
Sheeplands Lane is not wide enough to satisfy modern design standards for two-
way traffic.  The Barton Farm development, consisting of 279 new dwellings, will 
increase the traffic on Sheeplands Lane by approximately 750 trips per day. If 
vehicular traffic is not regulated, as proposed, a highway safety issue could arise.  

Recommendation:
That the Committee recommend to the Portfolio Holder that the Traffic Regulation 
Order be implemented as advertised. 

Reason for Recommendation: 
To give effect to the conditions imposed under the Planning Permission issued by 
West Dorset District Council on 11 March 2015 under reference 1/D/11/001659. 

Appendices:
Appendix A: Copy of Planning Permission 1/D/11/001659.
Appendix B: Notice of Traffic Regulation Order. 
Appendix C: Draft Traffic Regulation Order. 
Appendix D: Table of Reponses to Public Consultation.

Background Papers: None

Officer Contact:
Name: Neil Turner
Tel: 01305 225374
Email: Neil.Turner@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

1.     Background 

mailto:Neil.Turner@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


1.1 On 11 March 2015, West Dorset District Council granted outline planning 
permission for development at Barton Farm, Yeovil Road, Sherborne. The 
permission approved the erection of up to 279 dwellings together with other 
works including amendments to Yeovil Road, Sheeplands Lane and Marston 
Road. A copy of the decision notice is annexed to this report as Appendix A. 

1.2 Condition 25 of the decision notes requires: 
No part of the development hereby permitted shall be occupied until the
proposed one-way system for vehicular traffic and a two-way
cycle/pedestrian scheme for the Sheeplands Lane section shall have been
completed in accordance with details which shall first have been submitted
to and approved in writing by the local planning authority.

1.3 This condition was imposed in the interests of highway safety on the 
recommendation of Dorset County Council, as highway authority. 

1.4 Sheeplands Lane is not wide enough to satisfy modern design standards for 
two-way traffic.  The Barton Farm development, consisting of 279 new 
dwellings, will increase the traffic on Sheeplands Lane by approximately 750 
trips per day. If vehicular traffic is not regulated, as proposed, a highway 
safety issue could arise.  

1.5 To facilitate the increase volume in traffic associated with the development, 
Persimmon Homes have constructed a new access road linking the 
development to the A30 Yeovil Road, which has been designed to appropriate 
standards. 

1.6 The segregated shared use cycleway/footway has been designed and will be 
constructed in accordance with plans approved by Dorset Council. 

2. Law 
2.1 TROs are governed principally by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 

Schedule 9 and the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 1996. 

2.2 The procedure for making a TRO is as follows: 

 Preliminary Requirements:  The Council are obliged to consult the 
Chief of Police for Dorset and other specified bodies including the local 
member. The Council must publish a notice in a local newspaper and 
generally ensure that that adequate publicity is provided to persons 
likely to be affected by the TRO (i.e. displaying notices in the relevant 
area. 

 Public Objections and Inquiries:  Any person may object in writing to 
a TRO by the date specified in the notice or, if later, within 21 days of 
the notice being given and publicised.  If objections are received, the 
Council must consider them and decide whether or not to hold a public 
inquiry. There are two sets of circumstances where a public inquiry 
must be held but these are not applicable to this report. 

 Making an Order: TRO’s cannot be made until the statutory period for 



objections has ended or after a period of two years from the making of 
the initial notice. If objections have been received the Council may 
decide not to proceed with the TRO or to make it with or without 
modification.  If the TRO is made, the authority must place a notice in 
the local press announcing their decision within 14 days of the date of 
the order, again ensuring that adequate publicity is given to the making 
of the TRO. This includes writing to persons or bodies who objected to 
the TRO outlining the reasons for proceeding. 

3. Preliminary Consultation and Requirements  
3.1 The Council have consulted the following persons, in compliance with its 

statutory obligations and standard procedures:  

 Local Members; 
 Dorset Police; 
 Dorset Fire and Rescue Service; 
 Dorset Ambulance Service; 
 Sherborne Town Council; 
 Bus Operators; 
 Statutory Utilities; 
 Road Haulage Association;
 Freight Transport Association;

3.2 Notice of the intention to make the TRO was advertised in the Western 
Gazette between 8-30th August 2019. 

3.3 Notices were also placed on site at Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne.  

3.4 The consultation period ran between 8th-30th August 2019. 

4. Public Response and Objections  
4.1 15 responses were received. Of these 12 supported or were neutral to the 

proposed TRO.  3 responses were received against the proposed TRO.  

4.2 The responses against the proposed TRO may be summarised as follows: 

Objector Address Concerns raised in Correspondence
Resident Yeovil Road, 

Sherborne
 Direction of one-way traffic

Resident Yeovil Road, 
Sherborne

 Traffic Disruption 
 Access to Property

Resident Amors Drove, 
Sherborne

 Bridleway remaining rideable in two 
directions. 

 Access for Emergency Vehicles. 
 Restricted use for cyclists. 
 Traffic disruption. 
 Increased car use. 

As two of these responses were from the same address, they may only be 



counted as one objection.  It is further noted that since raising their objections 
to this proposed TRO, the residents from Yeovil Road have sold their 
property. 

5. Officer Comments on Objections
Direction of One-Way Traffic 
5.1 The proposed one-way restriction for part of Sheeplands Lane will prevent 

traffic travelling from west to east along Sheeplands Lane towards junction of 
Sheeplands Lane and Marston Road.

5.2 Visibility at the junction of Sheeplands Lane and Marston Road is restricted 
and increasing vehicular traffic to use this junction would create a highway 
safety issue.

5.3 Visibility at the junction of Sheeplands Lane and Marston Road cannot be 
improved due to required land being in third party ownership.

5.4 The proposed one-way system would force the majority of traffic from the 
development to be directed to the newly constructed signalised junction of 
Sheeplands Lane and the A30, providing a controlled and safe access and 
egress. 

5.5 The new junction of Sheeplands Lane and Amors Drove has been designed 
to appropriate standards for visibility and does not present a highway safety 
issue for vehicles travelling from West to East along Sheeplands Lane.

Traffic Disruption 
5.6 Sheeplands Lane is not wide enough by modern design standards to 

accommodate two-way traffic.  The development will increase the traffic on 
Sheeplands Lane by approximately 750 trips per day. 

5.7 The proposed one-way system would force the majority of traffic from the 
development to be directed to the newly constructed signalised junction of 
Sheeplands Lane and the A30, providing a controlled and safe access and 
egress. 

5.8 Some of the objections query why the one-way system could not be reversed 
so that traffic would flow in a north westerly direction. This would force traffic 
to use the junction of Sheeplands Lane and Marston Road. This junction has 
poor visibility to the south making it inappropriate for any volume of traffic. 

Bridleway Users 
5.9 Objectors were keen that horse riders should continue to be able to use the 

lane in both directions. Officers can confirm that only vehicular traffic will be 
restricted under the TRO and that horse-riders may continue to use the lane 
at Sheeplands Lane in both directions.  The proposed TRO will increase 
safety for horse riders by reducing traffic. 

Emergency Services 
5.10 Objectors were concerned that the proposed TRO would restrict access for 

emergency vehicles. 



5.11 All emergency services were consulted as part of the preliminary consultation 
and no objections were raised. Officers can also confirm that emergency 
vehicles may lawfully breach a one-way TRO if the circumstances demand. 

Restricted Use for Cyclists 
5.12 Pedestrians and cyclists will be able to use the shared use footway/cycleway 

in both directions once constructed. 

Increased Use and Climate Impact 
5.13 Officers confirm that drivers wishing to access the B3148 Marston Road from 

this development will be required to drive an additional 1.5km to reach the 
junction of Sheeplands Lane and Marston Road.  However, sustainable 
modes of transport are unaffected.  

5.14 The increased journey time, though unfortunate, is minimal and the safety of 
highway users should be paramount. 

Officer Correspondence with Objectors

5.15 Officers have made efforts to allay the concerns raised by objectors. 
However, none of the objections received have been withdrawn. 

6. Conclusions 
6.1 Sheeplands Lane cannot safely accommodate the increase in traffic from the 

residential and industrial development and some form of regulation is 
necessary to ensure driver safety. 

6.2 The proposed TRO was the results of officer discussions and advice at the 
planning stage of the development and was expressly conditioned in the 
planning permission. 

6.3 The junction of Sheeplands Lane with the A30 has been significantly 
amended, including signals so as to provide safe access and egress from the 
development. 

6.4 Sustainable methods of transport including pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders may continue to use the existing route and the new shared use 
cycleway.footway in both directions. 

6.5 If the Committee do not approve the TRO then Persimmons Homes will be 
unable to satisfy the conditions imposed as part of the Planning Permission. 

Neil Turner 
Development Team Leader 



Appendix A: Copy of Planning Permission 1/D/11/001659.





















Appendix B: Notice of Traffic Regulation Order.









Appendix C: Draft Traffic Regulation Order.





Appendix D: Table of Reponses to Public Consultation.



Originator Address Date Response
1 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 28/8/2019 For
2 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 27/8/2019 For
3 Resident The Sheeplands, Sherborne 27/8/2019 For
4 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 27/8/2019 For
5 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 24/8/2019 For
6 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 23/8/2019 For
7 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 23/8/2019 For
8 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 23/8/2019 For
9 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 23/8/2019 For

10 Resident Sheeplands Lane, Sherborne 21/8/2019 For
11 Resident Vale Road, Sturminster Newton 19/8/2019 Neutral
12 Resident Paynes Road, Southampton 09/8/2019 Neutral
13 Resident Yeovil Road, Sherborne 16/8/2019 Against
14 Resident Yeovil Road, Sherborne 16/8/2019 Against
15 Resident Amors Drove, Sherborne 29/8/2019 Against


